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APPENDIX.

"A CHILD OF GREAT PARENTAGE":
ROBERT DUDLEY, LORD DENBIGH.

The first wife of Lord Robert Dudley (Amy Robsart) was childless. He had an illegiti-
mate son by Lady Sheffield, when she was a widow and he a widower.1 By his second
marriage, late in life, with the widow of Walter Earl of Essex, he had only one child, Robert
Lord Denbigh.

In one of Mary Queen of Scots* letters to Thomas Morgan, intercepted and now at Hat-
field, she refers to Lady Arabella Stuart and Leicester's son as intended to be betrothed: " These
children have been also educated in this idea, and their portraits sent to each other/* (This is
likely, because Leicester was on friendly terms with Lady Arabella's grandmother, the Scottish
Queen's gaoler.)

On the i6th December, 1582, Don Bernardino de Mendoza had written to King Philip:

" Leicester is on the look out to marry his son to a granddaughter of the Countess of
Shrewsbury, who is in the same house as the Queen of Scots. . . . The most learned lawyers
consider that, failing the Queen of Scots and her son, this young lady is the nearest heir to
the throne. Leicester is trying to arrange this with the idea that the conspirators will put
the King of Scodand out of the way," and so forth.-

On the ryth of March, 1583, Don Bernardino from Paris alleged to King Philip that
Leicester was persevering " in lie marriage I have mentioned of his son with the granddaughter
of the Countess of Shrewsbury, who after the Queen of Scotland they say is the nearest heiress/'

" They say " is a favourite phrase of Mendoza; but who " they " were he rarely explained.
He seems not to have been aware that Leicester's son was at that time not yet three years
old, and Lady Arabella also a small child. Writing as if the wedding were imminent, Mendoza
alleged that Leicester " with Walsingham's aid " was " thus trying to get his son made King
in right of his wife"

" His relatives and friends have possession of the ports of entrance into the country.
. . . The Queen of Scotland has earnestly pressed for the French Ambassador to let the
Queen know of this design of Leicester's in connection with the marriage of his son, as she
is certain that it would arouse her womanly jealousy, and make her very indignant. The
Ambassador, however, has refused."3

lThe current fashion of alleging that son to be legitimate, and the connection with Lady Sheffield
a "2nd marriage," should be discontinued. The present writer heard of papers in a great private
collection docketed in a I9th century hand, " The legitimacy of Robert son of Lady Sheffield * etc.
On reading them over they were the proofs of his tttfgitimacv! The case willt be treated under
its date. This talented but erratic personage waited until his father and Queen Elizabeth were dead
before he attempted to claim legitimacy.

sCal; S.P.S. HI. p. 426.
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